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Methodist International Church

in Wesleyan House

Rev Eden Fletcher
Senior Pastor and Superintendent Minister

unday the 20th May 2018, Pentecost Sunday, was the date we hoped

that the new Wesleyan House could be ready to open as this was the
day, 125 years previously that the very first English speaking Methodist
Church had been opened on the site.

As the date drew closer we waited with bated breath for the
Occupation Permit. Stuart Chen and his team worked around the clock to
try to make sure everything was ready for the re-inspection. And finally,
after much prayer, on the 27th April, the permit was granted, there then
followed a mad rush to get the building ready for the great celebration.

Many guests had been invited from all over the world representing our
international family. Former ministers and Superintendents flew back to
Hong Kong and both Rev John llisley and Rev Howard Mellor preached at
services during the opening week. Our guest of honour was Mrs Carrie
Lam, the Chief Executive of Hong Kong SAR, who was delighted to be
invited and specifically asked if she could see the stunning Sky Chapel on
the 22nd floor.

The opening anniversary service was attended by almost 1000 people,
with several hundred accommodated on overflow floors and around 500
in the main Sanctuary. The service was one of celebration with a special
united choir, dancing by the Filipino Christian community and Putonghua
fellowship and a cutting of the cake by our young people and the Chief
Executive. The whole service was a colourful celebration of the diversity of
the Methodist International Church.

And now, over a month later we are learning how to live in our new
home. We have moved from a three storey church building to a 23 storey
(included basement) building and so of course we have to work differently
and there are many new jobs and vacancies to fill. But it is great to be
home, perhaps it feels a little strange at the moment, bur gradually day by
day we are finding our routines and establishing ourselves again.

The building is not quite finished so everyday we share our space with
builders and workmen but this reminds us that God is still building his
church, and we are thrilled to be part of that building.

We here at MIC want to thank so many of our Methodist friends in
Hong Kong and around the world for being so kind and generous towards
us, not only financially but in prayer and fellowship. And in these early
days we will make mistakes as we experiment with rooms and spaces, but
do come and visit us we love to welcome you and show you around.

May God bless all of us as we share the gospel of Jesus Christ with our
friends in Hong Kong.

O 7 B Af Rev Eden Fletcher
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