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Mission Trip
to China

t was a privilege be part of the recent MCHK trip

to China to visit Churches, Colleges, the Amity
Foundation and church leaders of the 3 Self Churches
and the China Christian Council. For me the trip was
illuminating, shocking and encouraging.

What is so surprising is the growth of the church
in China. | should not be shocked - | read this week the
thoughts of Revd Donald Childe who was a missionary
in China for many years and Chair of the South China
District in the late 40s. He said in an address given in
November 1960, ‘It is not foolish (to be) dreaming
to look to that day when Christian revival will come to
China’ . Remember he and colleagues were thrown
out of China in 1949 and yet in the face of an atheistic
regime he can have such faith. As if to highlight his faith
we visited a church in Nanjing built by a congregation
of 1,000 which seats 5,000. When asked why it was
built so big the pastor simply remarked, ‘Because there
will be new Christians’ . There were in Jiangsu last year
over 100,000 new Christians baptised.

Clues to the growth of the church are that since
1949 the church has had to adapt, to be lay led, to be
thrown on the grace of God for sustenance; the focus
on small groups meeting in homes, with Christians
eager to share faith in circles of relationship with family,
friends and acquaintances. Leaders also indicate the

‘atmosphere of society’ is right to hear the gospel
of grace. Instrumental in the continuing growth is
the focus on the nurture of new Christians and the
caring work in the community. One writer reports that
Christians are good citizens and pay their taxes!

The size of the church in China depends on who
you talk to! The government prefer a smaller number of

Revd Howard Mellor
Methodist International Church, Hong Kong

25million, but a more realistic picture seems to be 40-50
million however some commentators suggest a figure
double that amount.

Of the 22 Seminaries in China we visited two. The
Union Theological College at Nanjing has a faculty and
library which would grace any College in the world. It
was encouraging to see that the Colleges we attended
are all seeking to improve their teaching method, staff
qualification and student output. The final year students
we met were very impressive.

Sadly we did not visit any of the Family Churches
nor meet their leaders, but comments suggest the
growth and influence of the unregistered church
movement continues apace. Nor was there real
engagement with the questions raised about Occupy
Central, relationships with Hong Kong and freedom of
expression in China.

Finally we ended our visit at the Amity printing
press, a huge factory on an 85,000m2 site. From these
presses they print over 10 million bibles a year in 90
different languages. | have been in many print works,
but nothing like this! To see the bibles coming of the
finishing line every few seconds was mesmerizing. The
commitment and joy of the workers was an inspiration
as was the many Amity awards for high quality, low
priced books printed on sustainable products.

This was altogether an inspiring visit and we must
now learn the lessons from the Church in China for
both Hong Kong and the UK. &
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By God's grace

Mrs Vida Grace T. Sison
Methodist International Church, Hong Kong

k¢ y God's grace” . This was the spontaneous

Breply of the dean of the Jiangsu Theological
Seminary when asked by Rev Howard Mellor what is
the reason of the phenomenal growth of Christian
members in China.

The reply was a grace of revelation for me. As
far as | know, from my history class, history books,
and news, Christianity in China is long dead since
the Cultural Revolution. | have read stories and news
of persecution of Chinese Christians, repression of
conducting Christian activities, and prohibition of
Bible distribution. When | heard those three simple yet
powerful words—by God's grace—1 came to realize
how | had belittled God's power. Indeed, in silence,
from my lowly heart, | asked for God's forgiveness!

The whole study tour at Shanghai and Nanjing
was an enlightening and empowering one. It was a
joy to know that about two-thirds of the pastors are
females! Back home in the Philippines, clergywomen
are about a third of the total number of ordained

clergy.

| was also impressed how the laypeople are
empowered and employed in the church's various
ministries as shared by the pastors and heads

of theological schools. | sense there is a strong
partnership and spirit of unity among the pastors,
laypeople and seminary leaders in spreading the Word
even if there are some restrictions by the government.

Oh, yes, | must mention the radical hospitality
given to us by the pastors, Christian leaders and
seminary heads. The experience of eating Shanghai
and Nanjing cuisine and having fellowship with
Christian brothers and sisters of another culture was
just great! Indeed, it was the love of Jesus that binded
us all—beyond the barriers of language, culture and
tradition!

This study tour has heightened my sense of
appreciation and respect for the Christian leaders in
Shanghai and Nanjing for their committed work in
spreading God's Word and sharing the love of Jesus.
With a new perspective on Christianity in China, |
will keep the pastors, lay and Christian leaders in my
prayers. | will share the good news about the ministry
in China.

| thank God and the leaders and organizers
of this study tour for letting me join this once-in-a-
lifetime transforming experience. God bless China! &
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