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Love and Unity

he Lord spoke to my heart as | was contemplating joining the mission trip to Cambodia. The
perception of going deeper into the Kingdom of God came to mind at that time. So with this
thought, and after being accepted into the program, the journey began to explore God's Kingdom
with my brothers and sisters in Christ as we embarked on the exciting adventure to the mysterious and
challenging land of Cambodia.

Dedication and commitment of the workers at Happy Land was truly a blessing to observe. The
children there were well cared for, and they looked after each other much like an older brother or sister
would care for their younger siblings. Our team interacted with the children and they responded by
accepting the love and attention given to them.

| had the opportunity to talk with a pretty teen aged girl, and as she was sharing her story, | was ]
touched by the trust and love she has for the Lord. We prayed together and this was a glimpse into the
spiritual values she is being taught by committed Christian overseers. As our group was leaving our visit
with the children, they lined up to wave good bye to us. | saw hope and joy in their faces.

Our team was able to spend more time at Glory Methodist Church. We prepared four sessions
(two sessions daily) to teach English to an amazing group of children and teenagers. We shared the
Gospel message, sang songs, played games, crafts, and had the time to reach out to many of them in
a meaningful way. | was very grateful for the younger team members, because they had the energy to
carry them around, and play games that were too strenuous for me. Another observation was the love
that the team had for one another too. Unity, fun, and caring for one another was very evident and much
appreciated.

Most important of all is the commitment and dedication of all the missionaries, Bible teachers,
pastors and Christian workers who are serving in the field in Cambodia. We were able to listen to the
challenges they face and | am praying for their strength, health, and God's grace to surround them with
His love as they work for the Kingdom of God to bring the good news to our new friends in Cambodia.

This was a spiritual journey that will be forever remembered. So much more to share!!!

MaryAnn Geiger
Methodist International Church, HK
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Commitment, Hope, Care

must admit | didn't really know what to expect when | signed up for this trip to Cambodia. | had heard
tourist tales of ancient temples and seen news reports of Pol Pot's atrocities. What | experienced with
this group of enthusiastic and concerned Christians was a humbling and life changing experience. The
sights, sounds and smells — the heartbreak and joys — the challenge and the hope — all these made a
profound impression.

Three lasting thoughts remain strong...

Firstly ‘commitment’ . | observed this in many places but particularly, for me, in the life of a pastor's
wife of a small remote village church. Here, in a very poor rice growing community, this gracious woman
welcomed and fed us, led worship and organised the large group of children. Here, unseen in difficult
circumstances, was a persevering daily commitment to sharing the good news of Jesus’ love.

This high level of commitment was also clearly displayed in the lives of Yu Chen Chen and Lillian
Leung, two missionaries who worked alongside us. Putting status and comfort aside, they have offered
long term service to the Cambodian people.

Secondly ‘care’ . It was a huge privilege to be given the opportunity to help Cambodian children in
practical ways — to wash their hair, prepare food, lead games, tell stories of Jesus and have fun! The wide
variety of caring projects we visited were inspiring. | will never forget quiet conversations at the Happy
Land orphanage and exuberant laughter at the Rainbow Bridge home for HIV/Aids children.

Lastly ‘hope’ . Cambodia has a tragic history and is an immensely poor country. Yet the places we
visited, the sensitive good work we observed and the resilience of the Cambodian people gives cause
for hope. It was an honour to spend time with lovely gentle-spirited families, to be welcomed into their
homes and for a short while to share a little of their lives. To see the smiles at the Pich Mkot Primary
School and in many other places were to recognise true gleams of light.

Thank you MCHK for opening the door to welcome MIC members onto this trip — we greatly
appreciated your care and translating skills! We will be back!

N A AT A [ ) Rosie Mellor
Methodist International Church, HK
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