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e IC is our home away from home” say
members of the Filipino community here at
MIC (Methodist International Church, Hong Kong).
“As soon as | walked in, | felt at home” said a
member of the English language congregation!
Whatever MIC is, and it is many things to different
people, ‘home’ is the key theme that | hear
members say time and time again. So, when the
leadership team sat down in late 2019 to begin to pray
and envision the next three years, ‘home’ became
central to the vision of what we believed God was
calling us, with him, to both cherish and also develop
here at MIC.
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Home, is of course itself many things to many
people. Through Vison130, the desire is to create a
church home in which people from diverse places,
backgrounds, cultures, languages and walks of life,
feel really welcome, secure, nurtured, cared for
and loved. The church leadership team desires to
develop a home church which worships God, puts
Christ firmly at the center and one in which members
are encouraged to seek deeper discipleship and
become better followers of Jesus.

We are also very clear, here at MIC, that we do
not desire to create a home merely for ourselves.
The magnificent Wesleyan House, provides a
building in which to create home for a multitude of
people. The call of Christ is to cast the seed of the
Kingdom far and wide in the prayerful hope that
many will receive that seed and it will grow deeply in
their lives bringing them to faith in Jesus Christ.

Through our many and various missional
activities which already take place here including:
funerals, weddings, concerts, Narcotics Anonymous,
SEN ministry, choirs, orchestras, university worship
groups, our Play Days, Order of Malta events,
speech and drama competitions, government and
hospital meetings and host of other activities, we
want ALL to feel the love and welcome embrace of
Jesus Christ.

Hong Kong (MIC)
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| became quite moved recently as | led a
funeral service in the Sanctuary of Wesleyan
House. The Sanctuary is precisely that, a
sanctuary, a place of calm serenity, a holy place
dignified by the presence, love and grace of
God. The grieving family were comforted by the
quietness and the beauty of the holy space, it
truly was ‘sanctuary’ . God's presence filled
the Sanctuary that day, none could deny it, it was
peaceful and beautiful. | contrasted the peaceful,
holy experience in Wesleyan House with a day or
so later at the Crematorium. On that day crowds
of people jostled and pushed, banging on doors
to enter when our service had not yet finished;
shouting, fires burning effigies and idols, it was
so difficult to create an atmosphere in which to
experience the presence of God, there was little
dignity. | thank God sincerely for this wonderful
funeral ministry we have at MIC and | hope and
pray that God will open even more opportunities
for us to reach out to families and individuals to
support them through the process of grief and
help them to discover the God of love and hope,
to help them find and come ‘home’ . Already
we have family members from those funerals now
worshiping with us. Praise God!

It was late 2019 when the leadership
team began to pray for the next part of our
strategy leading us through to the 130th Church
Anniversary. We were already living through the
protest movement and social upheaval sweeping
across Hong Kong. Entering joyfully into the
beautiful new building of Wesleyan House in
May 2018, MIC could not have envisaged that
a year later we would be on the front line of the
sometimes-violent protest. The marks of a mis-
directed petrol bomb still scar the pavement in
front of the building.
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We are conscious then, as a Christian
church that we are living through a time of rapid
and wholesale change. Protest, pandemic and
political upheaval have changed our home land
forever. As with many church communities across
Hong Kong, we have had to say farewell to some
of our members. Fear for the future of Hong
Kong and for their children’ s future has led
some to seek new opportunities in other lands.
We empathise with this fear and pray for all who
feel the need to relocate. And yet, amidst all
the present uncertainty many of us feel a greater
call to remain and ‘seek the prosperity’ of our
home as God instructs Jeremiah to tell the exiles
living in Babylon.

So, we feel the greater urgency to pray for,
nurture and seek to build under God and in the
power of the Holy Spirit, a ‘home’ community
for people, a place of sanctuary in which the
young and old may encounter the living God
and experience, reconciliation, restoration
and renewal. We hear the greater urgency to
proclaim hope in the midst of fear and despair
and to work for justice and peace. We are glad to
be entering into a period of building partnerships
with agencies and groups across Hong Kong for
we know that we cannot fulfil our great mission
alone.
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As | write, it is thrilling that this afternoon the
coffee corner will be launched in the ground floor
lobby of Wesleyan House. We are calling this
new venture: The Well, a place for refreshment
physically and we hope and pray, spiritually. The
Well is a partnership with the Methodist Centre
project established to retrain men and women,
offering new employment opportunities. Our
partnership with the YES (Youth Empowerment
Service) project under Yang Memorial Methodist
Social Service was established in 2018 and we
continue to develop partnerships with orchestras,
choirs, music schools, Ruttonjee Hospital and
others.

In an uncertain age, we are filled with hope,
hope not based in the present reality which
is passing, but hope in God. We at MIC have
recommitted ourselves to seek under God to
establish his Kingdom, to build ‘home’ - a
place of sanctuary, welcome, nurture, a place to
encounter the living God and be transformed
through the presence of Christ in the power of
the Holy Spirit. &
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